DE OTA TD TEAK Tore _—_— 0 


* LAS 
: X.. 


THE 


=—y 


Of A 


FUTURE STATE: 


OR, AN 


"OCCASIONAL 


CONCERNING 


APPARITIONS. 


A S %» 
. [8 « v7 $ P 


LETTER| 


| By. 7. Roe, A. M. And Chaplain to che Right ; 


Honourable Charles Earl of Burlington. 


be RE tho* one roſe from the Dead, Luke 16. 3r. 
"The Sccond Edition. 


LO.N'D ON, 


| Printed: for- 7o/eph W:1d; at the Sign of the Elephant, at 


Charing-C roſs. M. DC XCVII l. 


F they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they | 


CERTAINTY 


Pl 
. k 
- WE _ &. 2.4 >. toe wp r 


OG PH BT RTE 
COP US er es Ee Tn 7+ hs c PPh c " 


b 


#4; * 


LEED iR-owte 4 


| 
| 


=. __ 


a Depot > 


4 Printed-for 7o/eph Wild; at the Sign of the Blephant, at 


<THE 


CERTAINTY 


Of A 


FUTURE STATE-<- 


OR, AN 


OCCASIONAL 


CONCERNING 


APPARITIONS. 


| By. 7. Roe, A. M. And Chaplain to the Righr | 


Honourable Charles Earl 6f Burlington. 


be Loney tho” one roſe from the Dead, Luke 16. 3T- 
X: "The Second Edition. 


L O.N-D ON. ; 


Charing-C roſs. M DC XCVIII. 


LET T-ER| 


i they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they | 


+f 
-*-. 
K. -» 


EY 


Ae 
- 


m— 


PII RE I AR Re >< 


GOL ATI CE 


E, —_ 


«4 


T_T _——_ we SS.” OG 414 14 4494 04. gy oe 


5 
; 
Ll 
: 
{ 
{ 


# - 


EO ra roots CUI. IE IEG, 


AAS »” 


ME a er EE EET PTE EC 


CO eee a er RD QED rt oe oe Rr ones CIs oo 


PE EI IO 


; FA 


2 


/ We TOTh DS 794 {5 Fi Fi i fs &sj 


: | TE Ne To _ "" wI? 
Fothe Right Honourable 
| Ehaiter: Boyle; Baron C fad of ys 


3 
f 
4 


of Cork,'in the Kingdom of Ireland; 
Chief Governour ke: the County of 


' 5 Cork, and of the City and County of 


the City of Cork ,Lord High Treaka. 


| 23 rer of Pelant: Lord Hiph Steward: 
of the Royalty of Kynaesbrowugh in the 


wo] 
 £  Countyof York, andoneof theGentle- 
> men of Bis oy $s Bed:Chamber; 


My Lord: 


ON 

_ 

Z 

Er ſo mean 4 


949779 


brow, and Farl of Burlington, Baron: 
of Youghal, and Bandon, Viſcount 


| © Keynalneaky and Dongarvan, and Earl 


"T is mot with any Defeen: to In- 
. firm Your Lordſhips fudgment,, 
. by any\thing that can be. met with. 
D: ſcourſe, that T amin-- 

duced. 


of 


cs 
duced to lay it at Your” Lordfhips 
Feet ; "But being -Compyſed winder Y our 
Lordfhips Roof, it Claims a Natural 
hind- o "Right, of coming under Your 
Lordfhi I» 


ips Protection. 


Things of little worth receive al a- 
Ine when 'they are made the Offermgs 
of Reſpe and Gratitude ; and this I 
am oblig'd\'to Acknowledge upon the 
atconnt of thoſe "Remarkable Inſtances 
of Generofpty wbich I bave received, 
(nor only from Your Lordſhip) bat from 
Your truly Honourable: and good Lady, 
b:th before, and ſince I bad the Honour of 
being Entertain'd as Your Lordlhips 
Chaplain ; which I neeis muſt own with 
all that deference which is juſtly owv- 
"zag to. Your Lordſhips Eminent Qua- 
duty, and Perſonal Accomplifhments. , 
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0r-38: Your Lord{lips Happineſs | to- 
receive the Extraordinary Bleſſirgs of 
| Providence, without any. Alteration of. 
| Temper, which can only: be Attributed 
| to @ pecnhiar Greatneſs of Spirit, which 
' the World is fully convincd of, and of 
which Your Lordſhips Family. in all 
grees are particularly ſenſeble.. 


' _< JIs will boa difficult thing: for | Poſte- 
| raty, rightly to diſtinguiſb between'thoſe 
' who bave deſervd Well, or Ill, fonce 
' ſome bave been ſo averſe to-Truth, that 
/ they bave ſupply'd what bas been really 
| wanting in due Merit, by their many 
Flattering .aud: Exceſſive Commenda-- 
* "But I need not tthe ſuch Meafures: 
wb Your Lordſhip, whoſe: Accom- 
pliſhments: 


EE Sree Sarde. 


, 


[1 
hs. 


ghar F8P6  f Sipna that I rake 
Your Lorſtip, (inthe Opinion of all 
that know you ) one of the Wea Oruc  Y 
mens of tbe Age we tive 5 ea oo | 


That Your Lordſhip. may ($8 rub 


thankful r0- Almighty. ! God, for Fl 


Great Endowments, '#bar: Your Lord: 


/ thiy may live Many and Many Years 


fo en Ryght aud Good. Uſe of them in 

bir orkd, \ ond be Reiwarded Well. 
doing in the Next ; ; is and always ſhe 
_ as wn of, © 06 


"My bord.” _ 
Your Lordſtips | 
Moſt Obedient © 
Wu . Dervane, and Chan 
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TO THE 


READER:- 


He following Eerer was not 
Writ out of a defire to ap- 
pear in Print, nor from a 
Principle of too nicely Enquiring into 
the Judgments and Opinions of other. 
| Men, but to gratifie the Requeſts of 
ſome, whom I could not modeſtly 
refuſe : If ic may any ways Contri- 


bute to Promote the Dignity and 
A Sufhiciency 


The Preface to the Reader. 
DSufhciency of the Holy Scriptures, or 
rove the Certainty-of a Future State; 


againſt the Sceprickr of the Age, with- 
out the Teſtimany; of Apparitions, L 
have my chief Aim. 
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An Occaſional Ls T TER Concerning 
APPARITIONS. 
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SIR, 
[| Have often thought (ſince our laſt meet- 


ing) of the ſtrange account you gave 
me of the Apparition of G. S. to I. D. 
and likewiſe of the dreadful. Conſequences 
that have attended ſome: Perſons, who have: 
; B cntertained 
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entertain'd too credulous a Belief of them ; 
infomuch that to this very Day. too many 
are grown. to that height of Impicty; that 


they will not be perſwaded of any Future 


State, unleſs ſome one rife from the: Dead 
to. make proof of it. As you were pleaſed: 


to be. very. free with me, I ſhall take the 


ſame Liberty ; and muſt beg pardon; if I 
cannot condeſcend fo far as to be of your 
Opinion. 


Ia the firſt place then I ſtall give you-my 
own Notion of an Apparition. 


2adly. The Reaſons why I cannot believe: 
agy' thing:of them: | 


The Word: Apparition 1s uſually taken to: 
fgrfie no- more-then the- Species-or Reſem- 
blance of a. Deceaſed Perſon; and that 
there are no ſuch Apparitions (whatever ſome 
may: pretend) Fans very: apt-to- believe. upon. 

y threc-accomnts.. ; 3-2 | 


- Finft Becauſe it is: a 'Suppoſition fb far 
from. being,countenanced, | that-it. ſeems :dt- 
PII RIOT ot C 


xrcCtly- 


- 3 


is) 


realy contrary to the ſenſe of the Scrip- 


rures. 

j  adh. Becauſe it is a Suppoſition altogether 
uſcleſs and unneceſlary. | 

VN 3dly. Becauſe it ſeems to be inconſiſtent 


with common Reaſon. 


I would not be thought to queſtion, 
much leſs to deny that that there are Spi- 
rits, neither will I preſyme to limit the Wit 
dom and Power of A_ God : But 
as for the Apparitions of Deccaſed Perſons 
ſo frequently Diſcourſed of in the World, 
-T believe there 1s nothing in them. The 
Holy Scriptures in my opinion are fo far = 
from giving us the leaſt encouragement to IF 
expeCt an Apparition upon any account what- p 
ever; that God himſelf has ſtrictly . forbid 
us to apply our ſelves unto, or have any 
- manner of intercourſe with the Dead, 1ſaiah 
; 8. rg. And altogether as ftri is the prohi- 
/ \ bition given by Mofes, Deut. 18. 11. there 
? ſhall not be -found among you any one that is a 
; - Charmer,” Conſulter with Familiar Spirits,-or a 
B 2 Necromanaer, / 


/ 
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Neciomancer, for. every one that- doth, the| 
things is an abomination to the Lord. 
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But beſides" theſe and fach like Prohibi- 

tions, the Holy Scriptures plainly do aſſure 

us, that the Body of Man after Death re- *' 
turns to the Duſt, and the Spirit i.e. the  * 
Soul unto God that gave it, z. e. to be dÞ | 
ſpoſed and determined by him to a fixrt 
Station, either of Happinefs or Miſery. This 


1s evident from the Account. we have: of 
- Dives. and, Lazarus; there being ſo vaſt. a 
Gulf between them, 7. e. an irreverſible De- 
cree (by. the wiſe Order and Appointment - 
of God) paſſed upon them ; infomuch that 
Dr. Hanmond,, AS ONE abſcryes it. 18 impoſſible 
in bis Amozions for all the. Saints 1n Heaven to 
obtain any -manner of Releaſe. - 
for them, and altogether as impoſſible for 
themſelyes to be one Minute out of that 
State.. 
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Now ſince it appears Demonſtrable that 
the. Sozls- of the - Righteous are. confined to 
a. State of Happineſs after Death (where 

they are to continue and remain till the | 
Day -| 
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(52 
Day: of the Reſurrection) and this by the 
ſpecial deſignation and appointment of God ; 
then 1t muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed, that 
the Souls of the Wicked are cloſely con- 
fined by the fame appointment to a State 
of Miſery and Horror, where they muſt 
neceſlarily and unayoidably continue till 
they receive the final Sentence.. And if 
both the Sozls. of the Righteous and the 
Souls of the Wicked . are reſpectively De- 
termined to their ſeveral States, and have 
their bowuds fixt by the poſitive Order and 
Appointment.of Almighty God; if the Bo- 
dy turns to Duſt {as we daily ſee. ir does) 
and if the Soul 1s confined to a certain Station 
either of Happineſs or Miſery. from whence 
it cannot make any eſcape, ( all which- 1s- 


clearly intimated in Scripture)-then how is 


It. likely there. ſhould be any ſuch thing as 
the Apparition or real Repreſentation af a 
Deceaſed Perſon. 


It. is Gods Prerogative to be the Crea- 


tor of Mankind, and 'tis God only: that 


can give him Life and Being, and if fo, 
can we think. it to be 1n the power of Duſt, 
: Corruption, 


There have been ſome its true who have 
DrHenry Moor. Maintained the contrary, who 
$44emits poſitively affirm that departed 


wngbeur.  , Souls have a care and regard to 


Letter 6 X4.Glan. T ir fellow Souls upon Earth, 


ecauſe a Soul appeared to St. 


Stephen, when ſtoned, and to St. Paul be- 
fore his Converſion. I ſhall not trouble 
- you to ſhew what a forced Inference this 
1s;.the: Scriptures only mention.Angels do- 
ing ſo,. which I am far from queſtioning ; 
but yet I. think -there- is ſome difference 
between an Angel and the Soul of Man, o- 
therwiſe the Holy David needed not to 
have told us that Man was made low- 
er then the Angels, and Tertullian Iikewiſe, 
de anima, to have defined the Angels, (evo- 
catores animarum, 1. Ee. the Meſſengers of 
God, which command the Souls out of 
their Bodks: And whoſe bufineſs as that 

a Father 
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Corruption, or any other created Being 1 

whatever, either to Unite or Animate that 

ſame Body: and Soul, which Death has 
— 254g both of Life and Being upon 
arth. 7 


4 


Father intimates, it is to Condutt and' ſhew 
them whereunto they are deſighed” after 
Death. | Re 


_ K any reply that an Apparition may be, 
tho" not of 'the' Body or Sox! of any De- 
ceaſed Perfon, TI ſhall Anfwer this in its 
proper place, where I am to ſhew the incon- 
ſiſtency of fuch a Suppoſitron with com- 
mon Keaſon.. | | A 

At preſent I muſt confeſs, Almighty 
God can do whatſoever pleafes him both in 
Heaven and in -Earth, 1n the Sea, and in all 
Deep Places, infonuety that every particle 
of our Bodies, every Duſt and' Atome that 


| belongs to us is known to him, for he who 


numbers the: very Sands of the Sea, and the 
very Hairs of our Heads, paſt needs keep 
an account- of all the featter'd Bones, fee 
into all the Graves and Tombs, ſearch all 
the Repoſitories of the - Earth, and know 
what Duſt belongs-to each Boy,” what Bo- 
dy to each Soul, and by. whar ways and 
means, as at the firſt Creation, thoſe: feat- 
ter'd Particles ſhould be again unued, _ 
ee! the 
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che. ruined Fabrick of Man's Body once more 
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But to Unite a dead Carkaſs to a living 
Soul, or to permit and ſuffet a'true ant real | 
Reſemblance thereof to be. a&ted: by: any .o- 
ther, and all this otily to- make a flighe 
ſhew and appearance for. ſome little time, 
either .only to. be the Mefſengers : of God's 
Will, or a Terror to the Living, ſeems al- 
together inconſiſtent with thoſe Methods of 
Divine Revelation, which-God has been al- 
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ready pleaſed to favourus with. 


' The Queſtion whether the . Souls of Men 
departed do appear to' thoſe who remain a- 
live, 1s decided by moſt, both Antient and' 
Modern Writers negatively ; and they who. 
are for the Affirmitive Parc, can reſolve it 
no other way but this, that when ſuch 4p- 
paritions are, tis only by ſpecial Diſpenſation; * 
thus at our bleſſed Sayjours Transfhguration, ! 
there , appeared /;Moſes, and Elias, 'and like- * 
wiſe at his Crucifixtion the Graves were 0- 
pened, and many. Bodies of Saints which ſlept 
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But now.the caſe-'1s otherwiſe, 4or -fance 
Miracles are ceafed, arid the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
tion is yery ſufficiently confirmed to us ; 
there is not one Inſtance is the whole Bi- 
ble to enconrape us 'to expect an Appart- 
tion 1n- theſe tymes 3; but on the contrary, 


-there is nothing more uſual with God then 


to fruſtrate and diſappoint the ExpeRations 
all ſuch as will not acquieſce inthe ordinary 
Diſpenſation of his Wall. 


To ſuppoſe therefore that this Courſe of 
Canſulcing with the Dead- were not Prohi- 
bired -(tho* you have ſeen ic is) and to 
ſupp Fe fircher that it 1s a very likely 

robible way of ſucceeding in what 


' may be deſign'd thereby ; yer this muſt be 


granted of neceflity, that 'tis not the ordi- 
nary Courſe which God has appointed, 
and therefore cannot be depended on as 


likely co become ſucceſsfal unto any. 


The Phariſces we know defired a Sign 
from ' our Blefled Saviour to Confirm 


"his Mifjon- and Doctrine to them, they 


with thoſe won- 


were not contented 


C derful 


& ET 


C 160) 
gerful” Miacles .chat-he: wrought _ 


_ theatiCand Which wete then r as I may 
his; oxflinary- means to Atteſt; his Divinity, 


and Conyince the World, of their Unbelict ; 


nothing would do. with. ghem. but a Sign 


from Heaven ; and-no ogdagy Sign'thzn ſuch 
as was given at- the fir: promulgation of 
the Law :- But the vanity = all” chis our 


Saviour plainly diſcovers, and ſeycrely re- 
bukes in. theſe words, 'there. ſball no. Sign be- 


E 'grven. 


« 


Thus: when Men preſume to- Capitulate: 


38 it. were with Almighty God, . 45 to.-the 


enforcing the Dyities of. Faith and Obedi- 


ence upon them (as- the :chief Prieſts ang 


Eldegs did ;:with ous Bleſfed 'Saviour at = 
Crucifixzons namely'ghat-if he would come. 


down from the. Crofs then. they- would be- 


lieve . him.) . I fay, when Men- begin to- 


queſtion the: Power of God, and the Au- 


thority of his Word, and reſolve neither to- 


believe in him, nar obey. hinge; untels he 
wilt condeſcend.to let them have ſuch Signs 
as may anſwer and gratific their fooliſh cx-- 
a<Ctations and. unreaſonable. Gupoligg:; 'F 
when. 
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when they will not believe there is & Fe- 


ture State of Puniſhment prepared for the 


Wicked without an Apparition to confirm 
the truth of 1 5* *tis not only ufual, bur 
juſt with God-to' fruſtrate and baffle them 
in ſuch ufrcaſonable Propofals. 


2dly," But fappoſing God ſhould permit 
and ſuffer "Apparitions to wander up - and 
down and haunt his Seryants upon Earth 3 


' yet what end and purpoſe can we: imagine 


there ſhould be in' tt? Can it any ways 
tend to promote the Honour and Glory of 
Almighty God ? The Pflalmiſt expreſly tells 
us, that the Dead praiſe him not, neither they 
that go down into ſilence © Or can it anſwer 
any other of the Deſigns of his wiſe Pro- 
vidence in governing the Word ? Or in 
the leaſt Contribute to the Reformation of 
Mankind ? 


Some perhaps may object and ſay, why 
may 1t not conſiſt with Gods Wiſdom to- 
ſend an Apparition to make a Diſcovery of 
ſome ſtrange Murder which may haye been 
conccaled for foime time. 

C 2% - But 
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*Buc \in- this it may bs, anſwered, _ that 


Almighty God has many extraordinary: 
ways to make ſuch Diſcoveries. without an 


Apparition,, whereof we have many Inſtan: - 


ces, as well from, Hiſtory,,as our own Ex: 
perience ; for if, the Heavens above, -the 
Farth beneath, and every thing moving 


therein are the Work of, Gods Hands, and. 


fubſcryient to his. wiſs Providence- in go- 
yerning the Warld ;. what necd of an Ap- 
parition- to. make ſuch Diſcayeries, Since 
they, may be done well enough withour it, 


and;by fuck ways. and means: as very. well. 


conlilt with., his. other Methods of. Admini- 
rations here on Earth. 


_And if an. Apparition- cannot anſwer- any, 
of the Deſigns of, Gods wiſe Providence in 
overnug the: World, it. may be very ca- 
My provd that they cannot 1n the. leaſt 
Contribute to the Reformation of Man- 


For to ſuppoſe: that, an, Apparition or . the. 
Ghofl of a Deceafed.: Perſon could haye_ the 
liberty of. coming. into. the W arld, and 


” 


might. 
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might. be. able to give us Tepographical 
Deſcription..of. the Futwe State of  Puni/h-: 
ment ; yet this Deſcription. could not any 
ways exceed. the D.ſcoveries we have alret- 
dy.madeto us 1a the Holy. Scripeures. Thece. 


-We. are. informed. of a devouring Fire and. 


Ruerlafting Burnings, Of a Guawing Worm that. 
never ceaſes, and of being Tormented in a Burn- 
ing Lake with Fire and Brimftone Day and Night. 
for ever. 


Now if this be ſo, what imaginary- ne- 
cellity can there be for an Apparition, or 
any ones riſing from the Dead to confirm 
theſe things : Certainly nothing do:s, or 
can cxagerate.the wooful condition of Dam-: 
ned -Creatures with greater Circumſtances 
of Horror. then the Scriptures do ; and 
conſidering the Authority they are delive- . 
red by, they are ſufficient ro convince the 
moſt confident. and daring Sinner, ſo as to 
calt him into Belſhaazar's Tremblings and 
Convulſions ; and if there may be any who. 
can hear theſe Terrors of the Lord with Indif-. 
ference or Unconcernedneſs, or conceive. 
them worſe in their Deſcription, then eye 

| really. 


really arepTtch Perſons are Scripture-proof, 
they are aboveMoſes and the *Prophers, our 
Bleſſed Saviowr and his Apoſtles ;- neither 
would they be perſuaded tho' one roſe from 
the Dead ; for'l dare be politive in this, that” 
no Ghoſt or Apparition will ever have any 
effect upon that Man, -whom the greateft 
Promiſes, the ſtrongeſt Arguments, the moft 
affectionate Perſuaſions, 'and the moſt dread- 
ful Threatnings cannot prevail with to Re- 
pent; and if I am unwilling to affirm that 
tis impoſſible there ſhould be ſuch a thing 
as an Apparition, yet I am ſure they are un- 
neſlary : And thoſe Perſons who are fo 
Credulous as to believe them, muſt re- 
ſolve to Act without a juſt Warrant from 
Scripture. 


I am not in the leaſt infenſlible of the 
. frequent Mentions which are to be found 


of Apparitions in Holy Scripture : But theſe - 


were the Miraculous Works of God, made 
manifeſt for the Confirmation of his Will, 
and the Chriſtian Difpenſation, and ſince 
this has been ſufhiciently Revealed and Con- 
firmed to Mankind, Miracles are Ceaſed. 
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Some its true: diſtinguiſh between things 
ſtrange and unaccountable, and © = 
Miracles and tho' they allow Fi Faw 
that, Apparttions are ſtrange and Þ 
unagcguntable, yet they will not allow them 
to be Miracles, for a.trae Miracle (actording 
to Mr, Glanvil's Notion) muft be above the Pow- 
er of. Nature, to Seal and Confirm ſome Divine 
Doctrine iz which the good and happineſs of 
Mankind is contain'd. | 


But certaialy, if che matter of Fact (rela- 
ted by Mr. G/anvil, as to Major Sydenham 
and Caprain:Dyke) be true, then an Appari-- 
tion may confirm. us in ſeyeral- Fundamen- 


_ tal Doctrines, as the Being of a God, the Cer- 


tatnty of a Future State, and the Rewards and: 


 Puniſhments of another Life. 


And according to the fame Notion of a- 
Miracle, to ſuppoſe an Apparition to do 
thus, 1s 20 ſuppoſe a Miracle ; and if Mira- 
cles are Ceafed, it. conſequently. follows that 
Apparitions muſt be fo too, and then the. 
Inference 1s plain, there can be no. farther. 
necefliry for them, in order to the Refor- 
mation of Mankind. * Now- 


Cas)... 


Now the truth of this is Evident from 
plain Matter of Fact ; and they who have 
uſed that piece of Necromancy in Conſulting 
with the Dead, touching Matters of con- 
cernment to .themſelyes or . others; - have 
met with this particular Judgment from 
God, for their Indirect and -Unwarranta- 
ble Practiſes; .that they have grown 'more 0b- 
flinate and Hardned 1n their Impieties, till 
at length they have been drove to the urt- 
moſt Horror and Deſpair : There are ſeycral 
Inſtances 1n Scriptzre to this purpoſe. 


1 begin with Saul, who applys himſelf 


to the Witch of Endor, and:muſt needs have 
Samuel raiſed from the Dead to Inform him 
.of fomc things wherein he was not ſatisfied ; 
and here I ſhall not enter into a Diſpute, 
whether the true Samuel appeared (tho' I 
believe it was not, and moſt-Expoſitors arc 
of the ſame Opinion,) it being never known 
that any of the Prophers were ſubject to ſuch 
Diabolical Conjurations. | 


However, we find that Saul believes the 
_ Spirit- appearing in the Form of Samzel, 
to 
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to. be Samuel indeed, and therefore Saul be- 


4 


| haves bimfelf with all poſſible reſpectful- 
neſs, bows down before him and fo pro- 


pounds his doubts. 


But alas ! He was fo far from being 


informed of any thing that was material ; 
ſa:far from being reduced to Obedience 


by what he either ſaw or heard from the 
Spirit, Ghoſt, or Apparition ; that he became 
more confirmed in his Obſtinacy and Re- 
bellion againſt God : Inſomuch that ſome 
are of opinion, that for this very Tranſ- 


.grefſion he was at length cut off. 


But leaſt Saul's . wickedneſs ſhould be 
thought to have obſtructed the procee- 
ding ; and that ſome may thereupon be 
induced to think it may prove otherwiſe, 
where God gives the opportunity of do- 
ing.it; I fay, notwithſtanding ſuch *Eva- 
ſons, common Experience ſhews the con- 
trary. Sn 


And alcho' we read of our Bleſſed Savi- 
D 


OUTS 


q "= — 
ys 


CES" RL , leo. od, et aaron Ce thn i a a re Et td ew Loma Wo fc -as 
? WT I i 19890 1 > mY : if PO : I” 
SEL 6 F 5 

th J% 

F | | : \ 

. ” » 

; 

” 


owrs railing - Lzzarons, after he had been deat: 

- fot; Dr. yet ithe- Srribes and . Phariſees. 
were. ſo far from being - affefted with 1t,. 
ſs far either from believing -1in Chrift, or- 
' obeying his Commands, that they conſulted ; 
how to. put him to Death. 


Thus alfo when- Herod chad beheaded St.- 
7ohn the Baptiſt, and -came to. hear -of the - 
fame of - Feſus, he prefently concludes with . 
himſelf that. St. Zohn Baptiſt was-rifen from - 
the.. Dead ; . which altho' it. was falſe, yet - - 

| Herod believed it was true 3 and altho' he - 
was. perſuaded that St. Fohn was riſen, and . 
that -God had ſignally atteſted the Horrid . 
Wickedneſs. of the One, and the Real Inno- . 
cency of the Other, yet notwithſtanding 
all this, Herod continued 1n thoſe yery Sins. . 
which St. Fob» the Baptiſt reproyd him for. 
before.. Nay, our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf dy- . 
ed and roſe again, and yet the Chief Priefts . 
and Elders of the Fews (inſtead , of being - 
wrought upon thereby) endeavoured by the | 
moſt ſubtle Devices to aboliſh the. very. 
Memory-and Report of his ages 

Ss Thus.. 
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Thus you ſee how ineffetual extraor- 
dinary Means are, when Men have hard- 
.ncd themſelyes againſt all Impreſſions from 
Divine *Revelation; and I dare make this 
' Challenge to any Man, whoſe Reading or 
Obſervation can inform him, of any that 
have been made true Converts by Appariti- 
: ons from the- Dead. : 


1 know the Popiſh Legends and other Wri- 
tings of that kind, mention very ſtrange 
Effects produced in -the Living by Appa- 
ritions 'from the Dead:z but the Vanity 
and Impoſture of ſuch - Reports is 'ſo No- 
'torious, that it would give them ſome 
kind of Credit to attempt a ſett and in- 
duftrious Refutation of them ; and :there- 
fore I ſhall haſten 'to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed, and that is to ſhew 'the inconſiſtency 
of the Suppoſition with Reaſon. 


3d4ly, To grant there may be ſuch a © 
thing as the Apparition of @ Deceaſed Per- 
ſor, yet no Man (I preſume) will deny 
bur it is God's Prerogative and peculiar 

D 2  Privikdge 


TW y 

Priviledge to Faſhion and Compoſe a Man ; 
and: every Man fram the firſt Creation 
ull the Diſſolution of all things, 1s the 
undeniable Work of: his Hand : For it is 
he that: has made us: and' not ye our ſelves, 
his Eyes. beheld our Subflance when imperfed, 
and in his Book. ( and his. alone.) are all our- 

Menbers written. 


Now if to-Create, 1s God's peculiar Pri-. 
wiledge ?\ If nothing of an Interior Being - 
can: pretend to- 1t? If Death makes a real 
Diviſon and- Separation both of Soul and 
Body, by the- ſpecial Appointment and De- 
fignation of God himſelf, and: ſuch a D+ 
ſolution that the Body returns to Daft, Cor- 
ruption. and Patrefation, and the Soul is 
caken- into the ſafe Cyſlody of Angels,. who 
are to:anſwer for it and Conduct. it: to that 
State, cither of Happineſs, or Mifery, where 
it 15 to remain till che Keſurrefion ; yet there 
can, be no reafan.to think (fuppoling there 
may | be an. Apparition ) that this, Apparition 
thould conliftot the ſame. Body-and Soul which 
did belong, to the Deceaſed Perſon; becauſe 
IC_ 
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it is Gods Prerogative only, to Create and 
Unite the Body and Soul of Man ; and 
the ſame Body and Soul being once. dif- 
folv'd and ſeparated by Death, are confi- 
ned by the Wiſe Order and Appointment 
of God to their reſpeAive States untill the /aft 
Trumpet ſound, and Command them to riſe a- 
gain; and therefore as it cannot be with 
the. ſame Body and Soul, it 1s altogether 
as unlikely it ſhould be with the Body or 
Soul of any other Deceaſed Perſon what- 
ever, for the ſame reaſon of Confinement 
already given. - t 


And therefore to ſuppoſe there may be 
an Apparition, yet of. what'can we imagine 
it ſhould conſiſt ?: It muſt either conſiſt of 
Subſtance. or Matter, or clſe it muſt be. 
Immaterialand without Subflance : If it con- 
fiſts of Subſtance and Matter, and conſe- 
quently may be Seen, Felt,, and Under- 
ſtood; why. may 1t not: be ſecured and kept 
for the Conviction of ſuch as will not be- 
lieve there are fach Beings; but this was 
' never yet attempted, and therefore I dare 
conclude, 
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-conclude, that either there can be no ſuch 
; thing at all, or 1f there. be, it muſt be. [n+ 
 corporeal. or Immaterial. 


And: to ſuppoſe. this : How 1s it likely it 
{ſhould perform . the ſame operations with 
Matereal and Corporeal Beings (as 1s fre- 
- quently pretended cither- by diſcourfing with, 

- diſcovering things paſt, or foretelling things 
.that are tocome.) 


Or, © to ſuppoſe. a Point further ; that it 
4s- neither meerly Corporeal, nor yet meerly 
Tncorporeal. But (as ſome Philoſophers Ima- 
gined). a Being or Exiſtence berween both ; 
yet if ſo, how 1 1t likely it ſhould fo 
nearly reſemble ſuch a Being, as was both 


' Material and Immaterial, and as ſuch con-- 


ſiſted both of Sox/ and Body; for if it be 
Tncorporeal, it muſt neceſlarily be Immate- 
rial, and if it 1s Immaterial, xe muſt asne- 
_ceſfarily be I2iftble, and if fo, the Contro- 
yerlic s at an.end. 


But 
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Biztto- beg your Patience a while lon 


ger; according to the Plaronick Hypotheſis, 
Spirits are Embodied ; and altho” —=_ 

| 2 . | | . My. Locks Hy- - 
a- yery ingenious Perſon ſeems mae underfentine 
to think that Spirits can aſſume page 162. Book 
to themſelves Bodies of different 
Figure.and Conformation of ' Parts ; yet the 
ſame Perſon as ingeniouſly . confeſſes, *tis 
but -a meer Conjcfture, owns that he-can - 
give no manner of Reaſon for it, but com- 
mon Report ; and 1s fo far from impoling_ 
t.upon the World, that he calls it his own 
extrayagant Opinion. | 


Hiſtorians I am fenſible-.: make. frequene - 
mention of the Miracles of Magicians, and: : 
ſeveral other Unaccountable Prodigtes by In- 
vitible Powers and wicked Spirits ; thus they - 
tell us, that not only the time, bat the place 
of Celars Death was fortold to. Pompey and . 
Craſſus z but as this/happen'd in..a little 
time after, ſo it was as much expected . as. - 
it was forctold, as Tully witneſlcs, /ib..2. de 
' Divinatione..- <6. | 


And: 
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And altho' ſome of . their. Predictions 
might happen to be .rrue, .yet this..muſt 
be ſappos'd in Common Reaſon, to hap- 
pen 'bur 'by Chance, becauſe they ſo. of- 
ten failed ; which can be owing to nothing 
more "then the ever-ruling Power and Provi- 
dence of God who bringeth the Councels of the 
Heathens to naught, and maketh their Devices 
to be of none effe#. thus Demoſthenes confeſ- 
fed that the Delphian Oracle was determined 
by Philip of Macedon, and their Corruption 
1s clearly taken notice of in ſeyeral other 
Authors. 


Euſebius- Prepar. /ib.4. ſhews that ſeveral 
of the Heathen Prieſts publickly confeſſed 
the Impoſtures of their Oracles, and that 
ther ' Confeſſions - have been, if they are 
not” ſtill *upon Record ; and as the World 
increaſed in Knowledge, they were rejected 
and Jaid aſide: For as ſoon as Light and 
Immortality became diſcovered by the Pow- 
er of the Goſpel, they were viſibly lighted 
and diſregarded till at Iength they became 
deſpicable eyery day more and more. 

T1. 
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. I make no doubt but there have been 
Apparitions, as 1n the ſeveral forementioned 
Inſtances from Scripture: -for Ends and 
Deſigns beſt known to God, as perhaps 
for the Manifeſtation of his Power and - 
Wiſdom, of his Love and Goodneſs to 
Mankind ; but 1 cannot ſee the leaſt rea- 
ſon why or: how, there ſhould or can be 
any . ſuch 'in theſe times; Since Miracles 
' are Ceaſed, Gods ways are ſufficiently known 
/ pon the Earth, and his ſaving Health a- 
mongſt all Nations. 


For as God cannot propoſe any thing 
conſiderable to Mankind, (as to the Reve- 
lation of his Will. and Pleaſure here, or 
his Rewards and Puniſhments 1n the other 
. Life) cither by raiſing the Dead, or ſuffe- 
ring or. permitting an Apparition, (as has 
been already ſhewn). ſo neither can I think, 
that any other Being has Power to do 
it. for altho' the Devil had a Power once 
i given him to Metamorphoſe and, take ſtrange 
Jhapes upon tum, {as he did to Eve in the 
ſhape of a Serpent) yet it. does not Fo 

| tnat 


that he' has' the fame Power to do fo 
fill; ard akho God: might permit and 
_ t-jn boyd _ i he 
to be tempted im (per to bri 
about that profound: Myftery of Lo. 
the Iricarndtion. and - Crucifixion of: onr 
Bleſſed Saviour,) yet ſince the Coming' of 
our Saviour intothe World, (according tothat 
Prediction of him ) the Seed of [the Woman 
has bruiſed the Serpents Head, the Power of 
Satzn is deſtroyed, and bis Kingdom is at an 
End, and thanks be to God who has given us 
| the Viflory through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. FL, 


God 'has eng®ged himſelf by a folenmm Pro- 
miſe to us, in the faſt Epiſile to the Corin- 
thians, chap.10. that no "temptation ſhall. be- 
fall us, but ſuth. as is common to Man, and more 
"over "that be will not fuffer us to be tempted 
above that we are able. © ; 


Now, if this be fo, it cannot be in the 
Power of Satan or any of his Agents to 
make any extraordinary Aſſaults upon us 
1 without 
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without our own Concurrence;; and ako” 
ſome Perſons do pretend to Praternatural 
and Extraordinary Temptations; I dare 
_ beipoſfirive this is more owing to their aw 

Wickednefs, and Debaucheries, then to any 
thing clſe beſides. | 


For, when Men have once thrown a- 
{ide 'Religion, turned God: himlfelf out. of 
their thoughts, and make no fcruple to 
commut Evil, *tis no wonder God ſhould 
have done with-them, that he ſhould leave 
them to, a Reprobate Mind, | till at length 
they believe a Lye. Bur then on the 0- 
ther hand whilt Men are careful to order 
their Converſation as becomes the Goſpel of 
Feſus Chriſt, the Devil can have :no Power 
over them. But if this be the-leaſt' of all 


. © their thoughts, they grow reſtleſs and un- 


cafie, ſubject to the groleſt Superſtitions, 
wild and unſettled in their Heads, till ac 
kngth they fall inco downright Acheiſm. 


I plainly ſes two Objeftions that will 
-be offered againſt what I haye here ſaid, 
E 2 wiuch 


Þ C8) - 
which. I think it -ncedfull to Anſwer, before: - 


z 


] conclude... 


ſt; Some will fay 'tis a picce of very: 
3H breeding -to diſprove what: has been Af- 
ferted and Atteſted by very many Perſons of 
good Integrity and Senlc.. 


--2dly, Others again will fay that' I have: 
ratified the Devil in one main Point of 
1s. Controverlic with: us, whoſe. Policy it. 
” #: to Propagate the Unbelicf of Apparirtons, 
whofe Conceſlion Infers his Exiſtence; and: 
if no Apparitions, then no Devil, 


- To the: Firſt I Anfwer, that multiplicity: 
of- Opinions 'cannot- Defend. and Secure us. 
fronr being impos'd upon. For to ſup- 
poſe- any- thing, true, only, becauſe a Mul- 
titude- does: Atteſt 1t, 1s to ſuppoſe Who: 
ring- or Defrauding juſtifiable, becauſe fo 
many-in-theſe times delight.1n. the One, and. 
practice the Other. 


As. 


C 29 ) 


As; it was.ar-;the, Days--of Old, ſo many 
will not be perſuaded. to believe fuch things 
as. may be any ways diſagreeable. to their 
_ firſt} Notions and Apprehenfions of things. 

Bur certainly this can be no Argument of 
Truth, for altho* many have hitherto been 
impoſed upon, yet-it does not 'follow-but. 
that many more may be ſo again. 


How many were deluded by the Prieſts of 
Baal into the Belief of Southſaying, and many 
other ſuperſtitious Idolatries ? How grofly 
were the Romans 1mposd upon by funizs 
Proculus one of the: Chick of their Nobilt- 
ty? who, ( Notwithſtanding Romulus had 
been torn. in pieces in. the Senate Houſe,) 
ſwore that he was taken. up among. the 
Gods, and that he had appeared particular- 
ly to him, and commanded him to te 
the, People that it was the pleafure of the 
Immortal .Gods to have him continue: a- 
mong Mankind, till. he had founded a City 
whoſe-:Empire and Glory. ſhould far fur- 
paſs all others ; and that, he would. always 
be a Propitious God to them,. under the 
Name of Quirinus, | Name. 


And thus likewiſt -in ſome” Chriftzn 
Churches (if 'all be true thar is reported ) 
there are very ſtrange deceptions, ſome 
whereof are ſtill confefled bythe Name-of 
Pious Fraud. ; p We 


 Theadas an Impoſtor led away four 
Thouſand Perſons in the Wilderneſs, and 
' the Deluſions of Mahomer afmoſt the fourth 
part of Mankind ; -all Herefies how groſs 
ſoever, hayc found a Welcome with the 
Feopte. - . 


Thas many of the Jews -were wrought 
into a Belief that Herod was the Meſſias ; 
and how many in theſe-niimes of- the more 
inferior fort 'of -People, are-openily -and daily 
deluded by Forttnettllers, Fuglers, and 
_ Other "incantatory Inipoftbrs; unto whom 
(which is'very deplorable in Chriſtians) too 
many apply thetnfelves ' between Jeſt -and 
Eatneſt, 'rill ar length 'they are prevailed 
with 'to quit the Truth, -and being orice 
deceived themſelves, they - muft \newds: be 

ſubject ro very great Miſtakes adi mars 
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But: beſides all dhis, there are others who 
(who out of a ſupine carelefsneſs and nep- 
lect of Enquiry even of ſuch Matters where- 
_ of they doubt themſelves) are yer willing 
to believe many things rather then; be at the 
crouble and difhculty of Examining them ; 
and cither from an Una@tive Temper of 
Mind to. put in Execution the Dictates and. 
Suggeſtions of \'thew own Reaſon, or elfe 
by a ſtrange Kind of contentment and ac- 
quieſceny 1n every Species of Truth, they 
readily embrace the leaſt Shadow there- 
of. 


[But certainly had our Fore-Fathers fate - 
' . down- and taken up ſuch Reſolutions, the 
Face of ' Truth had been abundantly more 
obſcurd then now it'1s.: 


2dlzy, To the other Objeftion it may be 
Anſwered that I have not any where deny'd 
the Being of Spirits ; and how ſtrange ſo- 
ever it may ſeem to ſome, that I can- 
not believe there are Apparitions, yet I de- 
fire ſuch Perſons to conſider, how de- 
ſtructive 
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- ſtrutive | the © Belief of 'them has been 
for ſeveral Ages to the Chriſtian -Reli- 
gion. | | ] 


For upon what eſe but ſach pretended 
Apparitions and Revelations do the Papiſts 
ground their Purgatory and Prayers for - the 
Dead ; and very much of the ſame rain 
arc thoſe pretended  Infuſions of New Lights 
and Enthufiaftick Inſpirations from- another ſort 
of People. - 


Now, ſince Almighty God has been pleas'd 
to Reveal cvery thing needſul to be known 
by us, in the Holy Scriptures, both as to 
our chief Intereſt, and Duty in this pre- 
ſcat World it rather.:concerns us to ſhew 
ourſ.Ilves truly thankful: for, and humbly 
to acquieſce in fo gratious a. Revelation, 
than to raiſe any farther Scruples or Doubts 
CONC<rnnNg any oe thing that 1s conmain'd 
{111 It. | 


And if Mcn could but once be. prevai- 
led upon tor. to Act thus, we ſhould - 
c 


CHE 
be abundantly convinc'd: of the Truth and 
Gertiainty of a Future State and the Rewards 


and Puniſhments of another Life, without mo- 


FB or diſturbing the Dead, ro make proof 
or 1t; | | 


Has not the Prophet Dante! above two 
Thouſand Years ago? Chap. 7. 5. diſcovered 
as much to us by what the Almighty was 
pleas d to ſhew him in a Viſun, when his 
Throne was like a fiery Flame, when Thou- 
ſands Thouſands miniſtred unto him, aud ten 
Thouſand times ten Thouſand flood before him, 
when the Fudgment was ſet, and the Books were 
opened. 


And has not the ſame Prophet told us 
farther ? Chap. 12. 2. that they who ſleep in 
the Daft of the Farth, ſhall riſe ſome to e- 
wverlaſting Life, and ſome to Everlaſting Shame 
and Contempt. | 


And how often are we told in the New 
Teſtament? That God will render unto every One 
according to his Works, 


F | Has 


48 FF 

. Has net St. Paul: deſcended farther, i ſpe- 
cified the very time, and given alli\Ima- 
g1nable ſatisfaction and politive Afſarance 
that the Heart of Man can reaſonably 
deſire, as to the Caſe before us > When: he: 
tells us, God has appointed a Day in- which 
he will Fudge the World in Righteouſneſs, by 
that Man whem he hath Ka La where- 
of he hath given aſſurance unto. all Men, 
in that he hath raiſed him. from the- 
Dead.., 


I naight lay before you, many other pla- 
ces of Scripture to the fame purpoſe, which 
EF muſt needs omit, leaſt I ſhould excced 
the narrow Proportion-of a Letter ; who- 
cver : has a mind to ſee theſe at large, 
may. have full fatisfaction, from the lear- 
ned Dr. Scot, . 1n his Chriſtian Life, and 
Dr. Sherlock in his Treatiſe of a Future 
Fadgment.. - 


_ And alcho* our fchicf Evidence for Proof 
of a Future State, does depend on Scrip- 
ture, "yct thoſe Perſons who will queſtion: 

the. 
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the Scriptures in a poins of ſo great Me 
ment, will queſtion any thing, 


That Almighty God in a thing of ſo 
great Importance, has not Icfr himſelf with- 
out witneſs to all the World, will appear 
upon theſe two accounts. 


Firſt, By confidering the Nature of God. 
Secondly, By conſidering the Nature of Mar 


Firſt, By conſidering the Nature of God 
himſelf, who is an Ommpotent, Power- 
ful, and Wiſe Being, which appears by the 
bare- Work of his Creation : He re- 
gards not the Actions of his People (whom 
he hath made) fo as to have only a Naked ſpe- 
culative Knowledg of them, but with an 
Eye of Previdence and Judgment ; he does 
not meerly gaze upon us; as an indiffe- 
rent and unconcerned Spectator, but be- 
holds :and views us with the higheſt  con- 
cernment 3 either with Infinite Complacency, 
or Dcteſtation. 

F 2 'And 
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And what can we.imagine- all this ſhould 
be for ? Burt in order to be produced ei- 
cher for or againſt us, whenſoever he ſhall 
be pleas'd. to call us. to an. Account, - that 
ſo he may. diſtribute his Rewards or Pu- 
niſhments accordingly; this ' Solomon clearly 
Determines, Fceleſ? 12. 14. he will bring e- 
very Work into Judgment, with every ſecret 
thing. And if there are any, who will-not_ 
be perſuaded as to the truth of this, on- 
ly becauſe God has ſpoken 1t, who 7s not 
a Man, that he ſhould lye, nor the Son of- 
Man, that he ſhould Repent ; there will. be 
a time when with Shame and Confuſion of 
face they ſhall be forced to confeſs, Righte- 
ous art thou 0 Lord, and true are all thy. Fudg- 
ments. TI. | 


-- Almighty God 1s. not only a Powerful 
and Ommporent Being, but Truth and Ju- 
ſtice are Artributes- as Fflential to him. as 
any ether ; and if God be Juſt; he. nuſt 
needs: do :Juſtice to. every Perſon, for ſhall 
not the Fudge of all the World do right 2 And 
if he does not diſtribute this Juſtice for 

the 
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_ the preſent,” it unavoidably - follows- that .4t- 
muſt be done hereafter, and that . the. di-- 
ſpenſatians of: his Providence, are-in- many: 
things promiſcuous and zncertain now, 1s - 
an, invincible Argument of the Great Certainty ; 
of a Future State. 


2dly, This Truth. will. apear farther, by 
conſidering the Nature of Man. . 


 The.very Nature and Condition of Mar,” 
ſhews him to be a. Creature that muſt 
give an Account of himſelf hereafter ; this 
the _ Scriptures arc politive In, and .there- 
fore St. Pau} tells us, Rom. 14. 12. . Eve- 
ry one muſt give an Account of himſelf to. 
God. | 


But beſides the Scripture, Reaſon will. 
make out as much, for as Man was Cre- 
ated in time, his Creation niuſt needs ar- 
gue ſome Deſign in the Creator, and as 
Man was endued with Reaſon; it is but 
rational to think, that he ſhould be alfo 
Accountable to his Creator, how far ls 
as 
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_—_._ 
'has anſwered the Deſign of his Creation, 
either here, 'or hereafter ; this has been 
Univerfally conſented too by Mankind. 


That Almighty God does not permit 
and ſuffer his Servants upon their depar- 
ture out of this World, either to lye {lee- 
ping: in the D#ff, or to be hovering about 
unrewarded to the End of it: But as ſoon 
as they have finiſhed their Work upon 
Eatth ; he either admits them to the Joy 
of their Maſter, z. e. to all the Felicities, 
that their ſeparated Spirits are capable of, 
in thoſe ſeveral Degrees and Meaſures of 
PerfeAion wich they have arrived to : 
Or elſe diffmifſes them intro a State of 
Miſery and Horror, where they are to re- 
main {during their ſeparation from the 
Body, expecting the farther Completion 
of their Happincs or Miſery by a Gene- 
ral Refarrefion; 1s ſufficiently ' atteſted by 
the Primitive Sages of the Church, as Irene- 
s, Tertullian, Clemens, St. Chryſoftome, and 


many others ; plainly Intimating that the 


Souls of the Rightcous after Death, are 
kept 
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keptin a proper Receptcles,. enjoying certain 
Degrees either of Happineſs, or Miſery, 
till the Day of the ReſurreAion, This is- + 
called in Scripture ſometimes by the Name 
of Paradiſe, ſometimes by the Name of Abra- 
ham's Boſome.. 


And the Souls of the Righteous are ex- 
preſly ſaid to be ſuſtinentes ReſurreFionem, 
eternitatis candidati, 1.6. waiting with a fo- 
licitous expectation for | the Reſurreci- . 
on, and to ſtand Candidates for Immor- 
tality. 

And that there is nothing in all this, 
but what 1s agreable to Scripture, is evi- 
dent from Zachariah, chap. g. 10, 11. where 
the Souls of the Righteous, are ſRyled Pri. 
ſoners of hope, lying in the Lake where there 
is no Water, 1.c. (as ſome interpret) mo: 
conſtant Stream of Foy ; but yet they are 
fipported with certain Showers, and farther 
Wuminations of their Hope. 


And. 


Ky "Br Key $4 5 lb. 4 03,” 
2 off 3; IL rs 3 6 As - 
Een ns HE n 


-; ae Loa See ett, 4 DE FIR wt 
. OT » Oe NE Ne NO DONATES x 9M 
, rk? 4 
” 


*And that -the Souls of the Wicked -are | 
: confined to a State - of Miſery, St. Fade 
plainly... intimates when'he tells us, verſe 13. 
that they- are reſerved unto -the Blathneſs of 
Dunkbeſ? ons 2 


"When St. Pau] reaſoned with Felix, of a 
Judgment to come, it made him trem- RB 
ble ; and that the Common Heathens them- 
ſelves were convinc'd-of as mueh, appears 
from their Notions (which are ſtill upon 
Record) of Minos, Eacus, & Rhadamanthus : 
And with what Artificial and plauſible pre- 
tences ſoever, Men may ſeem and cndea- 
vour to Colour over their Debauche- 
ries, yet-'tis not in their Power to drown:or | 
ſtifle the Clamours of their Conſciences, 
which will ſaggelt what -they muſt expect 
hereafter. | 


:Let-us then reſolve: with a Holy So- 
briety and Religious Prudence, (inſtead of 
queſtioning ) to .confine eur hopes and 
deſires only to be dire&ted by the written 
Werd of God ; which 1s every way _ 
an 


C41) 
and proportioned for the regulating our 
Lives, in order to that Great End of ma- 
king us wiſe wnto Salvation, and if we have' 
ſuch a certain Rule, propos'd to us, will 
it not argue th: moſt monſtrous Vanity, 
and unaccountable Peryerſneſs, to depart 
fron) It. ; 

And if Men will not belieye that there 
IS a God, and a Future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, without an Apparition or 
ſome New Revezarion;-they are never like to 
have Tt. - 


For God has no where undertaken to 
ogratific the vain defires and peeviſh Incli- 
nations of his People; he has ſufficiently 

rovided for theis Welfare and Happineſs, 
both by Nature and Revelation; and it is 
not from any thing but the want of a mo- 
deſt and humble Submiſſion thereunto, 
that ſo many grow wild and unſettled in 
their Heads, that they are always gadding 
after New Diſcoveries and Revelations ; and 
for all thoſe that will not be fayed, un- 
G leſs 
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leſs. it be according ta their own. Way; 
and: Mcthed of Invention, how Inſulting: 
or- Atheiſtically ſoever they may: carry- ir 
for the preſent, yet, there will be a time 
whan they ſhall be. forced to Iye- down in- their- 
own: Shame; and. to. cover: themſelves. mith their: 
own Confuſion. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


; Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral of 

Mrs. Bullivant, Who was Barbarouſly 

Murder'd by Edmund Eudley. By B. Crooke, 
A. M. Rector of St. Michael Woodflreet. 


